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Calendar of Events 

Schools aren’t just about teaching kids to read and write and be problem solvers; they are also 
about supporting parents in building the “whole person” in every student.  Our mission statement 
emphasizes the development of “meaningful partnerships … with the community” and we believe 
community service is one avenue in which to make this occur. This also happens to be a part of 
our guidance curriculum. We believe our children, even as young as they are, understand the 
concept of giving to help others.  
 
Our first community service project is one we do all year long – collecting pop tabs to give to the 
Tons of Tabs program that supports the Ronald McDonald House Charities organization in 
Kansas City.  Our goal is to collect 100 pounds of tabs, which we will present to Ronald 
McDonald at an assembly early May.  Please help us meet this goal by collecting tabs in your 
homes and at organizations you’re involved with or where you work.  If everyone brings one 
baggy full, we’ll easily meet our goal. 
 
Our second community service project begins this month on Monday, November 5 – our Muffin 
Mix Drive.  Students are encouraged to bring in any muffin/cake mixes they wish.  Their class 
will graph the results of their collection (tying this experience to our math curriculum).  At the end 
of 2 weeks, the mixes will be boxed and donated to the Northland Christmas Store.  While this is 
a great way to reinforce math skills, we are also teaching children that they can give something, 
even a box of muffin mix, to help others who may be in need during the holiday season. 
 
Our third community service project will happen in February. Our entire school district will collect 
money to give to United Way.  Our building gave over $1,440 last year. This is amazing for a 
building of only 268 students!  This year we hope to do the same. 
 
We hope you will join in and support all of our community service projects by sending in any kind 
of muffin mixes during the collection weeks of November 5-16 AND pop tabs you’ve 
collected thus far this year.  Together we can help teach our young learners what it means when 
we say, “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
 

Wishing you and your family a blessed and happy Thanksgiving ~ Mrs. Lakin 
  

 

 

      

2018 
Community Service Projects at Gashland 

The mission of 
Gashland/Clardy Schools, two 
schools united as one in full 
commitment to excellence in 
elementary education, is to 
develop each student’s sense 
of agency as learner and 
citizen by providing:  
* Engaging, authentic 
experiences that nurture 
unique strengths; 
* Meaningful partnerships 
among students, faculty, 
parents, and the community. 
 

BUSINESS PARTNER – GASHLAND 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SUPPORTS GASHLAND - $1,125.00 
 

Last month, our school participated with one of 

our business partners – Gashland Presbyterian 

Church – in the KC Marathon.  The church set up 

a GoFundMe drive to raise money for our 

classroom libraries.  We’re excited to announce 

they raised $1,125.  WOW!!  We will use the 

funds to purchase ‘just right books’ for our 

students to bring home each night as part of our 

Buzz Bee A Reader Program.  A big shout out to 

our staff who also participated – Coach 

Schottel, Mrs. Settles, Nurse Theresa, Mrs. 

Agbaji, Mrs. Jeffrey and Mrs. Lakin.   

THANK YOU, CHURCH FAMILY, FOR 

YOUR GENEROSITY AND CONTINUAL 

SUPPORT OF OUR SCHOOL 

COMMUNITY.   

WE APPRECIATE YOU! 

Free Flu Shots 
Children’s Mercy Hospital 

November 13-15 
9 am to 5 pm 

 
All locations of Children’s 
Mercy Hospital in the K.C. 
area will be offering free flu 

shots November 13-15.  

CogAT Testing 

1st grade 

November 5-7, 2018 
 

A gentle reminder to all 1st grade families that we will be 
testing all first graders on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, November 5-7.  The Cognitive Abilities Test 
(CogAT) is an assessment of achievement that measures 
what has been learned and potential learning.  The test is 
administered in a group.   There are three test sessions 
for each battery which take approximately 45- 60 minutes 
to complete. We will only complete ONE SESSION each 
day so to not overwhelm our young learners. The results 
from the assessment will be shared with parents as soon 
as they are received.  If you have any questions about 
this, please contact the office. 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
     We are learning so many things in the ELL room!  Kindergartners are in 
the middle of our unit about our community.  We are learning about people, 
places, and things in our community.  We continue to practice asking and 
answering questions in complete sentences, and we are working on our 
listening skills by following directions that are given just one time.  
Kindergartners also use Imagine Learning, an ELL app on their iPads, to 
gain more proficiency with English language skills.  Our calendar and 
weather routines are also an important part of our daily instruction. Please 
help your kindergarten ELL student practice the yellow vocabulary cards 
each week in addition to the kindergarten homework he or she brings home 
from the classroom. 
     First grade ELL students have been busy, as well.  We are also learning 
about communities, with an emphasis on comparing and contrasting different 
kinds of communities, such as cities and small towns.   First graders have 
been practicing saying the months of the year in order, reading and writing 
sight words, and using specific vocabulary in our speaking and writing.  
Many of us also use Imagine Learning on our iPads to learn and practice 
language skills. We have written some amazing All About books, including 
text features like headings, table of contents, and labels.  We are making our 
writing easier for the reader to read by using the word wall to make sure high 
frequency words are spelled correctly, practicing neat handwriting, and 
checking for correct capitalization and punctuation.  Please continue to work 
with your first grade ELL student on his or her classroom homework, 
especially in reading and writing. 
      We are so proud of the progress all of our students have made already 
this year! 
 

 

ELL NEWS 
By Mrs. Thompson, ELL Teacher 
 

Nurse’s News 
By: Theresa Keaveney, R.N. 

 

     As we enter into flu season, I would like to review the symptoms 
of flu that include: 

• Fever 

• Body Aches 

• Chills 

• Fatigue 

• Cough 

• Sore Throat 

• Headache 

• Stuffy or runny nose 
     The policy of the North Kansas City School District is that any 
child with a temperature of 100.4 or above needs to remain home 
until they are fever free for a full 24 hours without the help of 
medication.  So, if you suspect your child has the flu, please keep 
them home and let them rest and make sure they get adequate 
fluids.   
     In effort to avoid the flu, remember these important steps to keep 
ourselves as healthy as possible.  Please encourage your children 
to always wash their hands and cover their mouths when sneezing 
or coughing, using their elbows (not hands). Remember to get 
adequate rest, drink lots of fluids, and try to eat a healthy, balanced 
diet.  These steps will help keep their immune systems running 
strong.  Many of your children have gotten flu vaccinations and that 
is terrific!  If you haven’t, please consider getting this vaccination.  
Stay healthy! 
     Just a friendly reminder, if your student borrowed clothes from 
the nurse, please wash and return the clothes as soon as possible.  
We have a limited supply of pants for both boys and girls.  Also, 
please consider packing extra clothes in your student’s backpack 
for potential lunchroom spills and playground or bathroom 
accidents. 
     Wishing all of you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving!! 
 
 

gym-NEWS-ium 

by Coach Schottel 
 

Physical Activity = Better Health 
 
Regular physical activity has many benefits. For example, if your child 
exercises regularly he/she will have: 

• Stronger bones and joints 

• Greater muscle strength 

• A decrease in body fat 

• Improved flexibility 

• A healthier cardiovascular system (thus reducing his risk of 
developing heart disease and high blood pressure) 

• A reduced likelihood of developing diabetes 

• More energy 

• A greater ability to handle stress 

• Improvements in self-confidence and self-esteem 

• Greater social acceptance by physically active peers 

• Opportunities to make new friends 

• Better concentration at school 
 
Thank you! 
Coach Schottel 
 

 

Art 

 
In November, kindergarteners and first graders 
continue to learn how artists tell stories in their artwork. 
 Kindergarten creates works of art based off of stories 
read in art while paying special attention to the 
illustrations. First graders are exploring still lifes and 
landscapes and discussing what kind of stories can be 
told through these kinds of paintings. Soon we will be 
exploring three dimensional forms of art using clay! 

 
Renae Harman 

    Diane Settich 
    Katie McCoy 
    Nichole Peacher 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Kindergarten Kids~ 
 

     October was a busy month at Gashland.  We had our field 
trip to the pumpkin patch in October at Fun Farm.  It was a 
pretty day for our trip, although a bit chilly and windy.   Many 
parents came with us, which was great.  Thanks again for 
coming and helping and thanks for being willing to drive.  The 
students got to explore the farm.  We got to see lots of farm 
animals--various types of chickens, donkeys, geese, rabbits, 
pigs, goats, a calf, and ducks.  Students had the opportunity to 
take a hayride through the pumpkin patch, explore the corn 
maze, jump in the corn pit, jump on the trampolines, play 
various games, and play on Fun Farm’s giant treehouse!  
Students then got to choose a small pie pumpkin to take home 
as we were leaving the farm.  We imagine that they were 
pretty worn out for you that evening. 
     October is fire safety month and we discussed fire safety in 
the classroom as well as students were able to enjoy a whole 
school assembly about fire safety.  Officer Jake Birch 
presented a program about fire safety at home including how 
to make a fire escape plan at home and how to safely 
evacuate the home should a fire occur.  The students’ 
“homework” leaving the fire safety program was to talk with his 
or her family about their safe place to meet outside if a fire 
were to occur.   
     Of course, there's always plenty to do in the classroom, 
too.  We have begun second quarter.  Besides learning letters 
and sounds, we have begun to learn high- frequency words, or 
sight words.  These are words that we need to know because 
we see them very often in books.  As you are reading with 
your child, ask him/her to point out these words when 
possible.  You could challenge your student to write sentences 
with these words, too.  Pictures can be used for words other 
than the high-frequency words or your child can try to say the 
word very slowly and write the letters he/she hears. 
     Remember to work on any areas that your child needs 
extra practice in that you discussed with your child's teacher at 
parent-teacher conferences.  You are so important to your 
child's success in school.  You know your child better than 
anyone else and can work with him/her one-on-one.  If you 
need further suggestions in working with your child, please 
contact your child's teacher. 
     Remember to read with your child daily.  In modeling 
reading, you are helping your child become a reader, as well 
as imparting motivation that encourages your child to want to 
read.  Also remember to write down the titles of books read for 
your child to bring to school.  For every 10 books read your 
child receives a prize and, when he/she reaches 100, he/she 
receives a medal and is in the 100 Book Club! 
  
 
Mrs. Agbaji 
Mrs. Bryant 
Mrs. Kingery 
Mrs. Lansangan 
Mrs. Settles 
 
 

First Grade News~ 
 
     The month of November is upon us already! Thank you to all 
parents for attending the October Parent Teacher conferences. We 
really enjoyed meeting with parents and sharing all the great things 
that are happening in first grade!  
     Readers Workshop- This month during Readers Workshop we 
will be busy learning how to ask meaningful questions when 
reading both fiction and non-fiction texts. Students are using 
thinking stems like I’m wondering, I’m learning, I’m noticing, I’m 
thinking, etc. Students are using these questions to identify key 
details, characters, point of view and even more elements of their 
books.  
     Writers Workshop- Students will be wrapping up our unit on “All 
About Books.” Students examined examples of these types of 
books and have been writing their own. Students were able to 
choose a topic and share their knowledge of these topics using 
their knowledge of writing. Students have been experimenting with 
text features like table of contents, captions, labels, and glossaries.  
Our next unit, personal narratives, begins next! 
     Spelling/Phonics - Be on the lookout for your child’s Dictation 
Sentences in their weekly homework. This is an excellent place for 
the children to practice the basic writing rules of capitalizing only 
the first word of the sentence and any proper names, leaving 
spaces between words, legible handwriting, and an ending 
punctuation mark that matches the sentence.  
     Math - Our students will work more in depth with word problems 
and learn more strategies to solve those with missing addends 
through games and practice. First graders are also continuing their 
work on owning numbers. This is an important foundational skill to 
help our students build their number sense.  
     As always the First Grade Team would like to thank our parent 
group for all of the help given at home. Every book you read, every 
conversation you have helps one of "our" children do just a little 
more!  
 
Ms. Boyer 
Mrs. Kimball 
Mrs. Minter 
Mrs. Robke 
Ms. Vaughn 
         
 

 

November Music News 
Hello Gashland families! 
      In music class, we continue to become strong musicians by 
exploring our Musician’s Toolbox.  Our tools are our Voice, Body, 
Imagination, Concentration, and Cooperation.  Each music class, a 
Student Leader is selected to lead our class through reviewing the 
rules and even gets to sit in a special seat for the day! 
     All of our Gashland Stars have been singing many fun songs 
about fall, pumpkins, squirrels, and apple trees.  Ask your student if 
they can sing any of our Fall Songs!  Our Kindergarten students 
have been practicing using their different voices – Speaking or 
Singing Voices.   
    Our First-Grade students have been practicing their music 
detective skills in order to guess who a student is by only hearing 
their singing voice.   We are also starting to get ready for our 
concert coming up on December 5th! 

                                                Keep Singing! 
                                               Mrs. Lovenduski 
 

 

 

 



 

Literacy Launch 
By:  Megan Markovich, Reading Teacher 

      Top Tips for Promoting at Home Reading in Children of All Ages 

• Set aside a family reading time each day or at least several times per week. Older children can read to themselves, 
and parents or siblings can read aloud to younger children. Make this a special time when family members relax 
and enjoy reading.  

• Give books or magazines as gifts for birthdays, holidays, or other important celebrations. Carefully consider your 
children’s interests and reading levels.  

• Audio books provide a great way for families to listen to books while driving or relaxing at home. By doing this, the 
whole family can enjoy and discuss books together.   

• Play word games together to build your children’s interest in words. Some new word games are Scrabble Flash, 
Blurt, Bananagrams, and Apples to Apples Junior. You can also play favorites such as Hangman or online word 
games at http://word-games.pogo.com  

• Stash books and magazines where your children will be—in the car, in their bedrooms, and even in the bathroom. 
Encourage your child to read while riding in the car, waiting at the doctor’s office, or passing time between 
activities.  

• Be a reading role model. Be sure your children see you reading for pleasure on a regular basis. If your children see 
you reading, they will begin to understand that reading is valued in your family.  

• Read comics, jokes, riddles, and puns together. Read the comics from the newspaper or joke books from the 
library. Humor websites for children are another fun resource you may want to read and enjoy with your children. A 
free website that contains jokes, riddles, and puns is: http://www.jokesbykids.com  

• Plan a book swap with your neighbors, friends, or other family members who have children the same age as yours. 
Each family can bring books and magazines to recommend and trade.  

• Read and discuss newspaper and magazine articles. An article beside the breakfast bowl can provide a great 
alternative to the usual routine conversations!  

• If your child has an assigned reading, try to read the same book so you can have meaningful discussions about the 
book. If your child is struggling to complete an assigned reading, try taking turns listening to him/her read, and 
reading aloud to your child, checking frequently for understanding.  

• Consider purchasing an electronic reader (i.e., Kindle, Nook, etc.). E-readers have become very popular and may 
entice your child to read more often.  

• Reward progress with a trip to the bookstore to select a special book.  

• Write notes recognizing your child’s accomplishments. A little praise can go a long way!  
 
-Tips adapted from Jerry L. Johns Literacy Clinic and New Hanover County Schools 
 
 
 

 

 
POP TAB UPDATE 

The October totals are in: 
Boyer – 1 gallon 
Robke - 1 gallon 

 
Total collected to date- 4 gallons 

 
2018-19 Goal is 100 Gallons 

 

Thank you, families, for helping support Ronald McDonald houses. 

October 

Milk Contest 
 
Kindergarten students won this month’s Milk Contest 
with the most milk consumed.  They will each be 
receiving a coupon for an ice cream cone at 
McDonalds. Congratulations Kindergarten.  

 

 
 Happy Thanksgiving 

 

Just a reminder that there will be no school 
November 22-24. 

 
Classes Resume  

Monday, November 27. 
  
 

Have a safe holiday. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our November counseling lessons center around personal and social skills. Our Gashland Stars will learn 
how to shine even brighter in their relationships with others—including making friends, respecting 
boundaries, and conflict resolution. With increased use of technology, we sometimes need help learning 
how to interact with family and friends. It’s important to take time with one another, put down our phones, 
and give the gift of attention. This month of lessons helps remind us of the importance of “people-skills” and 
taking time to develop meaningful relationships. Thank you for all that you do at home in this regard.  
 
Please reach out with any questions or concerns: Nancy.Muller@nkcschools.org  816-321-5782.   
 
 

 

From the Counselor’s Office 
By Nancy Muller 

 

Library News 
 
We will be welcoming author Alexandra Penfold and Illustrator 
Suzanne Kaufman on November 9th!  If you pre-ordered the book All 
Are Welcome, your child will get his/her book signed during the visit! 
We are excited to learn what authors and illustrators do during the 
visit! 
 
In library, we have been discussing literacy media and various types 
of print materials in the library.  Students will be learning about 
different genres and how to choose good-fit books.  We are looking 
forward to meeting a real author and illustrator this month!   

 
Happy Reading! 
Mrs. Haywood, School Librarian 
Mrs. Svoboda, Library Para  
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Preschool News 

 
It has been a busy month in preschool! We have welcomed new 
students in both our AM and PM classes, and we are happy to 
report we have 18 students in our AM class and 15 students in 
our PM class!  Our students continue to grow and learn every 
day!  We finished up our All About Me unit and have been 
diving into our Fall, Trees, and Leaves Unit of Study. Our 
favorite part of this unit so far is turning our dramatic play center 
into a pumpkin patch!  The students have learned so much with 
this process.  They did the planning, they created items such as 
donuts, a corn field, and pumpkin muffins in the art center, and 
many families donated real mini pumpkins and gourds for our 
patch.  With this play, they order from menus by writing 
numbers next to the items they want, work together to decide 
what roles each child will play, and are truly experiencing child 
centered play and learning.  We are continuing to track words 
during our phonics time to practice concepts of print as we read 
nursery rhymes.   The students have gotten so attentive to the 
types of books we are reading and know that informational texts 
will teach us new information while fiction books are make-
believe and are read for enjoyment. We ended the month with a 
fun fall party.  We are excited to keep learning and growing in 
November!    
 Mrs. Tapp, Preschool Teacher 

Mrs. Hensley, Preschool IA 

 

2018 Northland Christmas Store 
November 5-16 

 
GASHLAND STARS are collecting muffin mixes November 5th-16th to 
benefit the Northland Christmas Store! 
 

Drop off your contribution of muffin, Jiffy cake, or cookie mixes at 
Gashland, or send them to school with your child anytime November 5-
16th.   The class that collects the most mixes will get a popcorn party 
compliments of Booster Club. 

 
Thank you, for supporting Northland Christmas Store, a non-

profit organization that provides gifts to children 18 and under, 

and food/cleaning supplies for families during the holiday 

season.  

 

mailto:Nancy.Muller@nkcschools.org


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Perfect Attendance 

First Grade Kindergarten 

 

Congratulations! 

Natalie Allen 
Ronan Arnold 
Henderson Arshaq-Ali 
Grayson Behrendt 
Nathaniel Bradford 
Brooks Branson 
Tyler Byas 
Rory Carpenter 
Mason Chwojko 
Jaylee Coleman 
Kyda Cottonham 
Colton Curtis 
Austin Eckles 
Nicholas Furrow 
Mustafa Guma 
Tali Habila 
Harper Heathman 
Natalie Hurt 
Kyland Jones 
Gabriel Juarez 
 

 
 

Kember Kohler 
Aden Matson 
Elizabeth McCormack 
Evan Miller 
Layla Myers 
Barrett Parsch 
Hannah Phommachanh 
Audrey Rivera-Gonzalez 
Anthony Ross 
Zoey Sticken 
Stella Stone 
Arian Tate 
Mary Tran 
Mason Viscek-Spain 
Graham Walters 
Makenzie Williams 
Kelsey Wingert 
 
 

Preschool 

Owen Barba-Meyer 
Philip Barrolle 
Danyka Bookout 
Brooks Brantley 
Kylee Cambern 
Mona Costa 
Kenya Cramer 
Andrew Dreckman 
Autumn Enfield-Brown 
Johanna Flynn 
Sadie Gosney 
Sofia Grover 
Pablo Guerrero Vera 
Kaydence Hardesty 
Bridget Hickman 
Andrew Jenson 
Ariyana Jones 
 

Bryson Keever-Mathews 
Isla Kirkpatrick 
Nevaeh Linam 
Maximus Mogollon Lapuc 
Khaalid Mohamed 
Eli Moreno 
Brandt Neitzel 
James Nielsen 
Sonnie Oberfoell 
Jeremiah Pearson 
Riley Scheib 
Warren Scholtes 
Mateo Valencia 
Brecken Vaughn 
Kail Williams 
 
 

Trenton Crafton 
Caydence Graber 
Tucker Lange 
Jibril Nuur 
Jonathan Talkington 
Fenix Wood 
Sophia Wymore 
 

 

Student Attendance 

 
Thank you, parents, for reinforcing with your child 

the importance of school attendance. 
It really makes a difference!  Please remember 

our overall goal is for every child to be at 
school more than 90%.  

 
Overall school attendance thus far 96%  

 

YOUTH FRIENDS AND BUSINESS PARTNERS 
 

AS WE ENTER THE THANKSGIVING SEASON, WE ARE MINDFUL OF AND GRATEFUL FOR THE MANY ADULTS AND BUSINESSES WHO FAITHFULLY SUPPORT OUR 
STUDENTS AND SCHOOL COMMUNITY BY TUTORING OUR STUDENTS AND SUPPORTING OUR PROGRAMS.   
 

THANK YOU TO YOUTH FRIENDS: 
STEVE STALDER 
KATHLEEN STEWART 
BETTY RUDD 
SUSAN BRYAN 
JENNIFER ARTZ 
MARK LANCASTER 
ANGI O’CONNOR 
KATHY RUSSELL 
TERRY HENSLEY 
KAREN CARNIE 

AND THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS PARTNERS: 
GASHLAND BAPTIST CHURCH 
GASHLAND EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
GASHLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
REED PORTRAIT GALLERY 
HY-VEE GLADSTONE 
ARVEST BANK 
DANIELLE KOHLER AMERICAN FAMILY 
INSURANCE 
GRACE & HOLY TRINITY 
PRICE CHOPPER 

 

WITH GRATITUDE ~ GASHLAND STAFF & COMMUNITY 

 

 


